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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-24 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. 

2. Claims 1-24 are now pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The IDS filed 1 1/16/2001 has been considered. 

4. The cited document number 6,075,780 to Mahany et al. has not been considered because 
the patent has been withdrawn. All other documents cited by the applicant have been 
considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hall et al. (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,742,037), hereinafter referred to as Hall. 

7. Some claims will be discussed together. Those claims which are essentially the same 
except that they set forth the claimed invention as a method or an alternative apparatus are 
rejected under the same rationale applied to the described claim. 



8. Hall has disclosed: 
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• <Claims 1 and 1 1> 

An apparatus, comprising: means for establishing communications between a first 
network and a second network in proximity to the first network (column 5, lines 22-27); 
means for predicting a time period during which communications between the first 
network and the second network can be made (column 2, lines 6-24); and means for 
transferring information between the first network and the second network so that said 
transferring means completes the information transfer within the time period (column 6, 
lines 1-16). 

• <Claims 2, 8, 10, 12, and 14> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising means for determining whether a 
remaining time period exists subsequent to said transferring means completing the 
information transfer within the time period so that said transferring means is capable of 
executing an additional information transfer completed within the remaining time period 
(column 10, lines 12-40). 

• <Claim 3> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, the first network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home network, a local area network, a wide area network, a 
vehicle area network, a personal area network, a fabric area network and a world wide 
network (column 4, lines 5-24). 

• <Claim4> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, the second network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home area network a local area network a wide area network, a 
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vehicle area network, a personal area network, a fabric area network, and a world wide 
network (column 4, lines 25-37). 

• <Claim 5> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, said predicting means predicting the time period 
based on at least one or more of the following: file size, data rate, user preference, and 
file priority (column 1, lines 62-65 and column 7, line 51 through column 8, line 10). 

• <Claim6> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, in the event at least one of the first network and the 
second network is a vehicle area network (column 4, lines 5-24), said predicting means 
predicting the time period based on at least one or more of the following: file size, data 
rate, user preference, file priority, vehicle status, engine status, passenger status, door 
status, trunk status, hood status, fuel cap status, and garage door status (column 7, line 51 
through column 8, line 10). 

• <Claim 7> 

An apparatus, comprising: a local area network having at least one or more devices 
communicatively coupled on said local area network (column 4, lines 25-37); means for 
establishing communications with a vehicle area network having at least one or more 
devices communicatively coupled on the vehicle area network (column 4, lines 5-24 and 
column 5, lines 22-27); means for predicting a time period during which communications 
between said local area network and the vehicle area network can be made (column 2, 
lines 6-24); and means for transferring information between said local area network and 
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the vehicle area network so that said transferring means completes the information 
transfer within the time period (column 6, lines 1-16). 

• <Claim 9> 

An apparatus, comprising: a vehicle area network having at least one or more devices 
communicatively coupled on said vehicle area network (column 4, lines 5-24); means for 
establishing communications with a local area network having at least one or more 
devices communicatively coupled on the local area network (column 4, lines 25-37 and 
column 5, lines 22-27); means for predicting a time period during which communications 
between said vehicle area network and the local area network can be made (column 2, 
lines 6-24); and means for transferring information between said vehicle area network 
and the local area network so that said transferring means completes the information 
transfer within the time period (column 6, lines 1-16). 

• <Claim 13> 

A method, comprising: establishing communications between a local area network 
(column 4, lines 25-37) and a vehicle area network (column 4, lines 5-24) when the 
vehicle area network enters a communication range of the local area network (column 5, 
lines 22-27); determining a status of the vehicle and communicating the status of the 
vehicle to the local area network (column 6, lines 24-30); predicting a time period during 
which the vehicle area network will remain within communication range of the local area 
network so that communications may occur, said predicting step being based at least in 
part on the vehicle status determined in said determining step (column 2, lines 6-24); 
selecting an appropriate file capable of being transferred within the time period predicted 
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in said predicting step (column 8, lines 34-38); and transferring the file between the local 
area network and the vehicle area network during the time period (column 6, lines 1-16). 

• <Claiml5> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, said vehicle status determining step including obtaining 
at least one or more of the following: file size, user preference, data communication rate, 
engine status, passenger status, door status, trunk status, hood status, fuel cap status, and 
garage door status (column 6, lines 16-19). 

• <Claim 16> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, said time period predicting step being based on at least 
one or more of the following: file size, user preference, data communication rate, engine 
status, passenger status, door status, trunk status, hood status, fuel cap status, and garage 
door status (column 7, line 51 through column 8, line 10). 

• <Claim 17> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein said selecting step is based at least in part on 
at least one or more of the following: file importance, file size, file priority, and user 
preference (column 9, lines 23-27). 

• <Claim 18> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, the local area network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home network, a wide area network, a vehicle area network, a 
personal area network, a fabric area network, and a world wide network (column 4, lines 
25-37). 
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• <Claim 19> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, the vehicle area network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home network, a wide area network, a personal area network, a 
fabric area network, and a world wide network (column 4, lines 5-24). 

• <Claim 20> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, the local area network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a gas station, a truck stop, a residence, a business establishment, a 
restaurant, a rest area, a tourist stop, a rental car facility, a warehouse, a theater, a service 
station, a parking lot, a parking garage, an event stadium, and a shopping mall (column 4, 
lines 25-37). 

• <Claim21> 

An apparatus, comprising: means for establishing communications between a first 
network and a second network in proximity to the first network (column 5, lines 22-27); 
means for determining an amount of data to be transferred between the first network and 
the second network (column 8, lines 34-38), the amount being based at least in part on a 
personal profile of at least one or more users of at least one of the first network and the 
second network (column 5, lines 48-54); and means for transferring information between 
the first network and the second network based at least in part on the personal profile of 
at the at least one or more users (column 6, lines 1-16). 

• <Claim 22> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, the personal profile of the at least one or more users 
including a schedule of the at least one or more users (column 8, lines 4-5). 
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• <Claim 23> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, said means for transferring information transferring 
information based at least in part on a priority determined by said determining means 
from the personal profile of the at least one or more users (column 10, lines 2-6). 

• <Claim 24> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, said means for transferring information transferring 
information based at least in part on a priority of a first one of the at least one or more 
users relative to another one of the at least one or more users determined by said 
determining means from the personal profiles of the first one and the another one of the at 
least one or more users (column 10, lines 2-6 and 27-3 1). 

Since all the limitations of the invention as set forth in claims 1-24 were disclosed by Hall, 

claims 1-24 are rejected. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Mahany (U.S. Patent Number 5,696,903) disclosed a system for linking inherently 
mobile computer devices that includes two wireless local area networks exhibiting 
differing characteristics. 

• Fleck et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,012,012) disclosed a system for determining traffic 
information or events wherein relevant data is recorded from vehicle-mounted terminals. 
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• Hollenberg (U.S. Patent Number 6,091,956) disclosed a wireless system for providing 
time-critical information about places and events to mobile computers and their users 
proximate to their current locations or potential destinations. 

• Dowling et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,522,875) disclosed an implementation of a 
geographical web browser in a mobile unit such as a dashboard computer. 

• Weisshaar et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,757,262) disclosed a user device that utilizes a 
service framework to discover and connect with a variety of services. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2155 
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